Year End Party This Saturday @ Jameson's in Floral Park 7pm


The year end party will be this Saturday, December 12th at Jameson's bar and grill in Floral Park at 7pm. We have a resveration under my name. The address of the restaurant is 157 Tulip Ave. There is plenty of parking available in the back. If you need more detailed directions please give me a call. See you Saturday!



Keep Up to Date With the Falcons In the Offseason!
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December 5, 2009

Can't get enough of the Falcons? Want to see what's new with your heroes even when there are no games to be played? Well here at Falconssoftball.com there IS NO offseason! Check back often to see whats doing with all of your favorite players with regular installments of "Winter Break with the Falcons". 

In our first installment of Winter Break we take a look at power hitting 3rd baseman Andrew Pennachio. Here we see Andrew catching up on some Z's with some of his closest friends after a grueling season of softball and a good old fashion Friday night pizza pie dinner. When Andrew is not hitting 400 foot bombs and gunning down runners from third, he likes to enjoy the simple and cozy points of life. Andrew proves that although he is an intimidator on the field, he truly is a softy at heart. 



Dave Venezian Edged Out For Fall Season MVP
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December 3, 2009

Falcons players and fans were diappointed that Dave Venezian's name was not called as the winner of the ABA Fall Season MVP at the annual awards ceremony on Wednesday night. Despite falling short for the award, Dave's contributions during the Fall season were second to none as he led the team in home runs and RBI's. His 7th inning 3-run home run in the championship game against the Hucklebucks proved to be the clinching hit as it propeled the Falcons to their 5th championship. Many thanks to Dave on a great season. 



Dave Venezian Nominated For ABA Fall Season MVP
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November 25, 2009

It has been announced that Dave Venezian is one of the 10 finalists for the ABA Fall Season MVP award. Dave batted a .642 with a team leading 6 home runs and 40 RBI's. It's the first time Dave has been a finalist for the award, and only the second time a Falcon has been among the possible winners. In 2008 Angelo Morelli was nominated for the same award. The winner will be announced at the ABA awards ceremony on December 2nd. Best of luck to Dave!



Falcons Knock Off Hucklebucks, Win 5th Championship
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November 22, 2009

The Tris Speaker Division Championship game was played at North Woodmere Park on Sunday between two fierce rivals who have faced off 26 times; the most games the Falcons have ever played against one opponent. However, it was the first time the Falcons and Hucklebucks had ever faced each other in a winner take all championship game. The Falcons came into the game as the top seed with an 11-3 record. The Hucklebucks, the three seed sported an 8-6 record and had just mercied the 2nd seeded Gorgonites 20-7 in the Tris Speaker semi-finals. To say this game was only for the trophy was an understatement. 

The game started smoothly for Falcons starter Bobby Osa. He retired 3 hitters out of 4 to start the game, with help from his infield defense which put the Falcons in a spot they exceled at; a chance to score first. But the Falcons didn't put up their usual high run total in the first. But that's not to say there weren't any fireworks. Pat Cesare singled for the first Falcons hit. Then Angelo Morelli cashed in with a mamoth 2 run homer to give the Falcons a 2-0 lead. The lead did not last long as the Hucklebucks put up a 4 spot in the 2nd thanks to their first of 7 home runs on the day. A Steve Sarno RBI single drove in the only run of the home 2nd for the Falcons; which set the stage for two solo home runs for the Hucklebucks to give them a 3 run 3rd inning lead. That lead was short lived as the Falcons put three of their first four batters on base with singles; two of them run scoring. It set the stage for Angelo Morelli's 2nd home run in as many at bats. This one was a 3 run homer that gave the Falcons an 8-6 advantage. 

The middle innings began with 2 solo home runs for the visitors, and 3 run inning in all to retake the lead. But if not for a diving catch with 2 outs and runners on in left center field by Angelo Morelli it could have been much more. Down by a run in the 4th, Ramiro Rivera and Chris Morell led off with a walk and a single. Mike Carr initiated yet another lead change with a 2 run double. The Hucklebucks came right back with 2 more solo home runs to force the lead to change hands for a 6th time. But a further rally was halted after a grounder to Ralph Ardolina and a quick turn by Rinaldo Morelli led to the only double play of the game. The home 5th inning saw Pat Cesare start off with a single, followed then by a Ralph Ardolina double. It then set the stage for some small ball. Angelo Morelli drove in his 6th run of the game with a ground out. Dave Venezian then hit a sac fly; and Steve Sarno came through with his 2nd 2 out RBI single of the game. After yet another lead change, the Hucklebucks were poised for more runs after a 1 out triple. But Bob Osa dug  down deep to force a ground out to short, and then a long fly out to left center that was run down by Angelo Morelli. It was the first time the Hucklebucks were held scoreless since the opening inning. With the momentum shifting the Falcons way, the Hucklebucks got a big defensive inning themselves to record the only 1-2-3 inning of this back and forth game. 

The Falcons entered the late innings with a slim 13-11 lead. The Hucklebucks tried to shorten up their swings and started to line hits to the right side of the field. They went first to third with ease in the 7th and gave the game its 8th lead change with a 3 run inning. Going to the home 7th inning the Falcons found themselves down 14-13 with 9 outs to go. Bobby Osa, an unlikely fire starter, got things going with a single. Rob Gschweng walked. Pat Cesare then fought off a couple tough pitches to work out a walk of his own. With the bases loaded Ralph Ardolina stepped in and lined a double to right center field that cleared the bases and put the Falcons back on top. After an error, Andrew Pennachio roped his first single of the game to go with his 2 triples to drive in a run. Dave Venezian dug in for what would turn out to be his most memorable at bat of his 6 year Falcon career. Early in the count he lofted a 3 run clout over the fence in right center field to put the Falcons run total at 20. The inning continued with another Steve Sarno double and a Chris Morell RBI single. When the smoke cleared the Falcons had put the Hucklebucks 7 runs behind. The Venezian home run proved to totally deflate the Hucklebucks. They were only able to put one baserunner on in the 8th before being retired. After back to back errors to start the 8th, Pat Cesare plated 2 runs with a triple; his 4th hit of the game. Ralph Ardolina then drove in his 5th run of the game with a sac fly. The Falcons were sitting comfortably with a 10 run lead in the 9th; just 3 outs away from their 5th championship. After a run had scored the final out settled into the waiting glove of Angelo Morelli, and the celebration was on. The Falcons clinched their 5th championship with a 24-15 win over the Hucklebucks. 

This truly was a classic game. There were a total of 9 lead changes, with neither team opening up more than a 3 run lead until the Falcons exploded in the 7th. Offensively it was a very atypical game for the Falcons scoring a bulk of their runs late in the game rather than the early innings. The defense was almost perfect. The outfield ran down some deep fly balls in the gusty winds of North Woodmere Park, and the infield showed incredible range on grounders in the holes. Overall it was one of the best games the Falcons played all year, and they pulled it off against their biggest rival in a game for the right to call yourself a champion. 



Kliq Forfeit, Falcons Move on to Championship Game
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November 17, 2009

The Kliq have forfeited the semi-final game. So we will play in the championship against the Gorgonites-Hucklebucks winner at North Woodmere Park Field #2. However, we will have a light practice prior to the championship game on Field #1 at North Woodmere Park. Please arrive no later than 9:15-9:30 so we can get a full round of BP and watch the end of the semi-final game. The championship will begin immediately after the semi-final game ends. Please make sure you bring 2 dollars for umpires. 



Practice on the 15th, Playoffs on the 22nd
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November 9, 2009

The final Falcons practice of the year will be Sunday, Novermber 15th at Carle Place High School at 10am. The playoffs will be the following Sunday in a single elimination 9 inning format. No game time, field location, or opponent have been announced yet, but the winners of the semi-finals will immediately play in the championship thereafter. Traveling to a different field might be possible for the winners. I will keep you updated when more information becomes available. 



Falcons Take 2 From Sandlot Kids, Clinch Top Seed
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November 8, 2009

The Falcons and Sandlot Kids squared off at Bligh Park in the regular season finale on Sunday with playoff implications for both teams. The Falcons continued their first inning hitting with a 7 run outburst. Ramiro Rivera and Mike Carr both had doubles and drove in two runs each. Bobby Osa shut down the Sandlot Kids offense with some tough pitching, especially when runners were on. Dave Venezian took over the team lead in homers at 6 with a solo shot in the 3rd. The mercy rule was in affect after 4 innings with the Falcons taking it 14-2. The win clinched the top seed in the fall playoffs for the Falcons. 

Game two saw the Falcons put up yet another 7 run total in the first. Rob Gschweng let off the game with his first home run of the season. Angelo Morelli secured the fall batting title with 3 hits, and fell a single short of the cycle. Mike Carr continued his torid hitting by going 4 for 4, and the Falcons defense looked strong in a 12-4 win. The 2 losses all but dashed the Sandlot Kids playoffs hopes. A win by the Kliq will eliminate them from the playoff picture. The win put the Falcons at 11-3 for the season, they will play the 4th seed in the semi-finals of the postseason in 2 weeks. 



Important Scheduling Information
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November 3, 2009

The league has decided to squeeze in one more week of regular season play before the playoffs begin. The opponent, time, and location have yet to be announced, but I will pass that information along as soon as it comes in. The playoffs are scheduled to begin and conclude on November 15th in the single game 9 inning format. However, if there are scheduling conflicts on the 15th, the playoffs will be played on November 22nd. If you are unable to make either one of these weeks please let me know right away. 



Falcons Take First Game, Drop Second
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November 1, 2009

The Falcons and Hucklebucks renewed their rivalry at Reverand Days Park this morning. It only took the Falcons 4 innings to take care of the Hucklbucks with 8 runs in the first, 7 in the third, and 10 in the fourth. Rob Gchweng and Rinaldo Morelli both were perfect at the plate while Ralph Ardolina drove in 6 runs and Steve Sarno drove in 5. The mercy rule was in effect as the Falcons won it 25-3.

Game 2 turned out to be another let down for the Falcons. After briefly leading 8-7 after 2 innings, the Hucklebucks jumped out to an 8 run lead with 1 in the third and 8 in the fourth. The Falcons did manage to cut the deficit to 2 runs, but the hit parade for the Hucklebucks continued as they scored 10 runs in the final 2 innings to win it 26-17. Andrew Pennachio was the offensive leader with 4 hits and 5 RBI. 

With the Gorgonites losing, The Falcons remain in sole pocession of first place at 9-3. While the Hucklebucks sit at the 500 mark at 6-6 in third. 



Last Week of Regular Season Scheduled
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October 26, 2009

The regular season will conclude on Sunday Novermber 1st at Reverand Days Park at 11:30 against the Hucklebucks. With a split, the Falcons can clinch the top seed in the playoffs which will be a single elimination 2 round tournament on November 8th. The schedule has been updated with the directions to Reverand Days Park. 



Falcons Split Two With Kliq
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October 25, 2009

The Falcons and the Kliq played their 6th double header against one another in 2009 at Bligh Park. The Falcons opened with an 8 spot in the first thanks to a grand slam by Dave Venezian. The Kliq, with help from some bad defense came back with 6 in the first, but they never were able to gain a lead. In the 4th Pat Cesare added a grand slam of his own to cap a 10 run inning that gave the Falcons a 25-12 mercy win. 

Game two saw the Falcons lead 12-5 into the 5th, but the Kliq scored 3 runs in the 5th and the 6th to make it a one run game. The Falcons added an insurance run in the home 6th, but couldnt make the 2 run lead stand in the 7th. The Falcons were shut down in the 7th forcing their second extra inning game of the Fall season. In the 8th the Kliq pushed across the go ahead run with a triple and a single. But the crushing blow was a 2 run jam-shot single that expanded the Falcon deficit to three. The Falcons were able to get the first two men on, but their rally was turned aside after Ramiro Rivera and Mike Carr ended the game with two loud line drive outs to left and to the mound respectively. The split puts the Falcons at 8-2 in first place. Dave Venezian was the offensive hero with a total of 10 RBI's in the two game series, and fell just a single short of the cycle in game one. 

Next week the regular season concludes with a double header at Reverand Days Park against the Hucklebucks at 11:30. 



Falcons and Sandlot Kids Rained Out at North Woodmere
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October 18, 2009

The Falcons and Sandlot Kids were rained out at North Woodmere Park this morning. No word of a make up has been announced yet. Next week the Falcons will take on the Kliq at Bligh Park at 11:30. 



Fall Stats Updated
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October 12, 2009

The Fall stats have been updated and placed under the Stats link for download. Enjoy!



Falcons Sweep Doubleheader with Franchise Playas

[image: image14.jpg]



October 11, 2009

The Falcons and Franchise Playas met for the first time at a windy Nickerson Beach Park. The Falcons continued their first inning power streak by scoring 15 runs highlighted by a grand slam from Dave Venezian. The Franchise Playas immediately countered with a 12 run first of their own, but thanks to 2 home runs from Andrew Pennachio, and 4 hits and 5 RBI from Mike Carr the Falcons never gave up the lead in what turned out to be a slugfest. The Franchise Playas had their chance in their last at bat trailing by 3, but Bobby Osa picked the perfect time to pitch his first scoreless inning of the game sealing a 28-25 victory. 

The Franchise Playas finally grabbed a lead with 2 runs in the first inning of game 2, but it was short-lived. The Falcons scored 7 runs in the home half of the first, due largely in part to 3 more RBI's from Mike Carr. With another home run from both Andrew Pennachio and Dave Venezian the mercy rule was in effect after 4 innings 19-7. Altogether Mike Carr was the offensive leader with a total of 10 RBI's in the two games. 

With the two victories the Falcons improved to 7-1 and continue to lead the Gorgonites by the virtue of a tiebreaker. Next week the Falcons will face the Sandlot Kids at North Woodmere Park. 



Falcons and Gorgonites Split Doubleheader
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October 4, 2009

Both sporting 4-0 records coming into the weekend the Falcons and Gorgonites faced off against each other at Randall Park in Freeport. Game one was over early with the Falcons pounding out 25 runs on 17 hits in the first inning. Dave Venezian hit his 2nd homer of the year and went 4 for 4 as did Angelo Morelli. Ralph Ardolina added a grand slam and Andrew Pennachio hit a 2 run blast. With a huge lead Steve Sarno made his first appearance on the mound as a Falcon to close out what Bobby Osa started in what turned out to be a 32-1 win. 

Unlike the opener, game two was tight the whole way. After scoring 4 in the first, the Falcons played catch up the whole game thanks to sloppy defense and timely hitting by the Gorgonites. Down by 5 runs late in the 6th the Falcons were able to tie the game up with the help of a two out two run single by Chris Morell. After an exchange of scoreless innings by both teams, the Gorgonites got the lead off man via the error in the home 7th. After getting the runner to 3rd with two outs the Gorgornites came up with a clutch single to right center field to win it in a walk off 20-19. Morell and Rob Gschweng both went 4 for 4 in the losing effort. 

The split puts both teams at 5-1 atop the Tris Speaker division. Next week the Falcons will take on the Franchise Playas at Nickerson Beach Park at 11:30.   



Falcons and Hucklebucks Rained Out
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September 28, 2009

The Falcons and Hucklebucks will have to wait to renew their rivalry as today's game was rained out. No official makeup game has been rescheduled as of yet. 



Remaining Fall Schedule Posted
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September 21, 2009

The remaining 2009 Fall Season schedule has been posted under the schedule link. Next week's game will be at Bligh Park at 11:30. Games at Randall Park, Nickerson Beach, and North Woodmere will follow. Please print out a copy. 



Falcons Improve to 4-0 With Sweep of Kliq
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September 20, 2009

The Falcons faced off against the Kliq just 6 weeks after sweeping them in the summer playoffs. It was another marathon between these old rivals. It was Kliq early and often in game 1 as they jumped out to an 11-4 lead. But thanks to the Falcons patience at the plate, they were able to pick up 7 runs in the home 6th to put themselves 3 outs from a game 1 victory. But the Kliq immediately responded with a 4 run 7th putting them in a position to close game 1 with a win. The Falcons immediately went to work in the home 7th with back to back singles by Steve Sarno and Chris Morell and a base on balls to Ramiro Rivera. Mike Carr then stepped in and lined a base hit into the gap that was sure to score the tieing runs; but a tough bounce caused the ball to get past the left fielder and allow Rivera to come home with the winning run. The 18-17 win was the Falcons 2nd walk off win in their first 3 games of the Fall Season. 

Game 2 wasn't nearly as close as game 1 as the Falcons busted out with 15 runs in the first inning. With a 15 run lead the Kliq fought hard but could only trade runs with the Falcons over the next 4 innings. The mercy rule was in affect after 5 innings with the Falcons claiming the victory 26-10. Andrew Pennachio and Ralph Ardolina both drove in 5, and Ramiro Rivera went 4 for 4 and 6 for 7 over the 2 games. The win improves the Falcons to 4-0. They now have a career 11-1 record against the Kliq in regular season play. Next week the Falcons will take on the hated rival Hucklebucks at Bligh Park at 11:30. 



Schedule Changes
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September 16, 2009

Next week's at Nickerson Beach Park will now be played against the Kliq rather than the Gorgonites. The following week's game has been moved from Eisenhower Park to Bligh Park, and will start at 11:30 rather than 11:00. That game will renew a rivalry against the Hucklebucks. The revised schedule has been posted on the schedule page. 



Falcons Take 2 From Sandlot Kids in Fall Season Opener
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September 13, 2009

The 2009 Fall season started off with the renewal of a rivalry between the Falcons and the Sandlot Kids. The lead changed hands 5 times in what turned out to be an exciting game to start the season. The Falcons trailed 1-0 and 4-2 in this game, but grabbed their first lead with 3 runs in the home 4th inning thanks largely in part to a 2 run single drilled up the gut of the infield by Ramiro Rivera. The Sandlot Kids tied the game at 5 in the 6th inning and that is where it stayed into extra innings. With the winning run sitting at 2nd base in the home 8th Pat Cesare singled to left, but the winning run was gunned down at the plate to force the game into the 9th. The pressure was put firmly on the Falcons shoulders after the Sandlot Kids plated a run in the 9th, but with 1 out in the bottom of the inning the Falcons got it going. Back to back singles by Ralph Ardolina and Angelo Morelli set the stage for Andrew Pennachio to drive in the tieing run with a double. The winning run was pushed to third on the hit by the man they call “Jugz”. It was then that Dave Venezian stepped in and ripped the game winning hit off the pitcher to lock up the 7-6 come from behind win for the Falcons. 

Game two started off great for the Falcons scoring 9 runs in the first two innings. However, the Sandlot Kid scored 7 unanswered runs to make it another close game. After the early scoring each team matched run totals for the rest of the game, thus giving the Falcons the sweep with a 10-8 win. Andrew Pennachio drove in 5 in game two and in his Falcons debut Steve Sarno had a 4 hit day. Next week the Falcons play the Kliq at Nickerson Beach Park.


Fall Opener Sunday 9/13. First 3 Weeks of Schedule Posted
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September 8, 2009

The Fall Season opener will be Sunday September 13th at 11:30am against Sandlot Kids at Reid Park in Westbury. The first 3 weeks of the 7 week schedule have been posted under the Schedule/Maps link. Please check it out. 

Falcons Stats Updated

August 25, 2009

The stats have been updated to include all 5 games played in the summer playoffs. Career playoff stats have been updated as well. Enjoy!
Fall Season Starts Sunday, September 13th
August 23, 2009

The 2009 Fall Season will start Sunday, September 13th. Please mail me a check to the address I provided for $130 to cover the registration and umpire fee for the season. See you in a few weeks!

Thanks,

Ralph

Falcons Fall Short on Back-to-Back Championships, Fall to Heavy Hittaz 2 Games to 1. 

August 16, 2009

In a classic matchup between two evenly matched teams the Falcons fell short of winning back to back championships for the second time in team history. Game 1 was no contest. The Falcons were stifled by Heavy Hittaz pitching only scoring 1 run on 4 hits. The mercy rule was in effect with a 13-1 score after 5 innings. 
With their backs to the wall the Falcons dug themselves an immediate hole by falling behind 6-0 in the first inning. But the Falcons were resilient. They held Heavy Hittaz scoreless for 5 straight innings as they pecked away with one and two run innings. RBI’s by Mike Tom and Chris Morell tied the game at 6 in the 5th. But the Heavy Hittaz regained the lead with a run in the road 7th and were just 3 outs away from a championship. In the home 7th the Falcons jumped right back with singles by Rob Gschweng and Ralph Ardolina. Andrew Pennachio then drove in the tying run with a sacrifice fly which also moved the winning run up to 2nd base. After an intentional walk, a fielders choice and a single by Morell, Ramiro Rivera came up with a history of being a clutch playoff hitter. With 2 outs, he drive in the winning run with a single to even the series at 1 game a piece. Final score 8-7 Falcons. 
Game 3 started off well for the Falcons with a 3 run first inning. But that lead would only last until the third inning when the Heavy Hittaz picked up a 3 run homer and a 4-3 lead they would never give up. Going into the 7th inning the Falcons were hoping to keep the score still at 7-4. But the Heavy Hittaz came up with two gigantic 2 out insurance runs. Despite the first two batters going down for the Falcons in the 7th they were able to push across 2 runs with a 2 out rally. They came within a hair of bringing the tying run to the plate, but it was not to be. Heavy Hittaz had closed out a 9-6 win, and denied the Falcons their 5th championship in team history. 
Falcons Sweep The Kliq, Advance to Championship

August 9, 2009

For the 4th straight season the Falcons advanced to the championship series. They were able to sweep the Kliq 2 games to 0. The Kliq led game 1 early 2-0, but with 1 in the 3rd and 3 in the 4th the Falcons were able to take their first lead of the game. A lead they would never relinquish. The game seemed like it was sealed in the 5th when the Falcons scored 6 runs. The last 3 on a Ramiro Rivera 3 run triple. Rivera went a perfect 3 for 3 with 5 RBI’s. But with a four spot in the 6th the Kliq proved they would not go quietly. With a 10-7 lead in the 7th Bob Osa only allowed one base runner to help the Falcons take game 1 10-7. 
Facing elimination the Kliq broke out with 8 early runs and grabbed all the momentum. The Falcons were bale to cut the lead in half with 4 in the 3rd inning. But it was the 4th inning when the Falcons started the onslaught. The Falcon bats may have been quiet most of the day, but the batters eyes were sharp. The Falcons drew 13 walks in game 2, a bulk of them coming in the 15 run 4th inning. The few hits in that inning were timely. Angelo Morelli picked up a 3 run triple and Mike Carr followed with a 3 run double. The Falcons only need one more inning to put the mercy rule in effect. Final score 23-11. With the victory the Falcons would await the winner of the Heavy Hittaz-Sandlot Kids match up to see who they would play for the championship. 
Sid Fernandez Semi-Finals - August 9th - Inwood Park - Falcons vs. Kliq - Best 2 of 3 starts at 8:30.


August 5, 2009

The top-seeded Falcons (15-6) will take on the number four seed Kliq (12-10) at Inwood Park on Sunday, August 9th. Game 1 will start at 8:30 sharp. Bring money for umpires. 

Falcons Split With Heavy Hittaz To Clinch First Place.
July 26, 2009

North Woodmere Park was the site of a huge first place versus second place matchup between the Falcons and Heavy Hittaz. Coming into the two game set the Falcons only needed one win to clinch the top seed in the Sid Fernandez divisional playoffs. Rob Gschweng went 5 for 5 scoring 4 runs. Dave Venezian went 4 for 4 with 2 triples and 5 RBI’s. Both players big games helped the Falcons Score 10 runs in the first 2 innings. Despite a 6 run third inning by the Heavy Hittaz the Falcons never squandered their lead, thus cruising to a 17-11 win, locking up first place for the 8th time in team history. 

With nothing on the line game 2 was a pitchers duel. The Falcons found themselves down 4-0 before finally scoring a run in the 4th. Trailing by 3 in the 7th the Falcons were able to push across 2 runs, but were never able to get the tying run on base resulting in a 4-3 loss. The Falcons end the season with a 15-6 record and will wait to play the 4 seed in the semi-finals. 
Falcons Clinch A Playoff Spot with Two Wins Against The Kliq

July 19, 2009

With a playoff berth on the line, the Falcons let off the first inning of game 1 with a 6 spot and never looked back. The Falcons never trailed in what turned out to be a dominating 21-11 victory, their 4th in a row against the Kliq. Andrew Pennachio went a perfect 6 for 6 with a homer and 4 RBI’s to contribute to the 21 run outburst. 

The late game was completely different story. This time the Kliq put the 6 spot on the board in the first inning. There was no scoring after that until the Falcons struck for 4 in the 4th thanks to a 3 run single from Ramiro Rivera. The Kliq seemed to have put the game away with 3 in the 5th. Following a 2 run 5th the Falcons went into their last at bat due to a time shortened game trailing by 3. The bottom of the lineup set up Rob Gschweng’s game tying 2 out hit. After back to back walks Dave Venezian singled in the winning run for 10-9 walk off win. The wins clinched a playoff spot for the Falcons and kept them in first place with a 15-4 record. 
Falcons Dominate Brass Monkey

July 12, 2009

After a rainy Saturday and a little early morning field maintenance, the Falcons finally got underway again Brass Monkey. Game one was over early after the Falcons put up 8 runs in the first and a crushing 17 runs in the 3rd inning. Ralph Ardolina went 4 for 4 with 5 RBI’s and was a single short of the cycle. Angelo Morelli smacked two homers and drove in 5 runs of his own. The mercy rule was in effect for a 26-5 victory. 

Game two was more of the same 3 hits; including a walk off single Pat Cesare put the mercy rule in effect again giving the Falcons a 13-1 win. Bobby Osa and the Falcons defense kept Brass Monkey in check for 5 solid innings. The wins improve the Falcons to 13-4 with a big match up against the Kliq coming the following week. 
Falcons Take 2 From Old Foe

July 5, 2009

The fireworks continued a day longer as the Falcons swept away the Sidewinders at Lister Park. The Falcons squandered an early 5 run lead and eventually trailed 9-6, but thanks to 5 RBI games by Rob Gschweng and Andrew Pennachio the Falcons took game 1 18-12. 

Comparably game two was a simpler affair as Dave Venezian and Chris Morell each game through with 3 hits and 3 RBI’s helping the Falcons to a 14-4 victory. The two wins improved the Falcons to 11-4 for the season and kept them in first place for another week. Next week the Falcons will meet Brass Monkey at Freeport High School. 

Falcons and Sandlot Kids Split Their Doubleheader

June 29, 2009

The Falcons and Sandlot Kids renewed their rivalry this Sunday at North Woodmere Park. Despite starting game 1 with only 9 players the Falcons cruised to a 9-1 game one victory behind great defense and solid pitching by Bobby Osa. The Falcons offense spread the RBI’s around. Eight of the nine players in the starting lineup drove in at least 1 run. 

Game two started off well for the Falcons as they jumped out a 6-0 3rd inning lead. But from that point on the Sandlot Kids never looked back scoring 13 runs in 4 straight innings to win it 13-9. Despite the loss the Falcons held onto first place and will face their old rivals, the Sidewinders next week. 
Falcons/Bulldawgs Game Rained out

June 22, 2009

Today’s game between the Falcons and the Bulldawgs has been rained out. The doubleheader will not be made up.

Updated Summer Stats Posted
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June 16, 2009

With the mid point of the regular season upon us it's time to post the first stats update of the year. Click on the stats header to check out the latest totals. Please note the updated stats have not been factored into career numbers yet. These numbers also do not include the suspended game against Sandlot Kids. 



Final 5 weeks of Summer Schedule Posted
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June 15, 2009

The final 5 weeks of the Falcons 2009 Summer Schedule has been posted under the Schedule/Maps link. Please go and check out the details. 



Falcons Split With Heavy Hittaz To Hold First Place
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June 14, 2009

In what proved to be the best matchup thus far in the Sid Fernandez division, the Falcons and the Heavy Hittaz did battle for the first time all year. With two wins, the Falcons leap frogged Heavy Hittaz for first place. A spot that they had held since the opening week. Game one got off to a defensive start with only the Heavy Hittaz scoring one run in each of the first two innings. The Falcons could do little on offense as they left the bases loaded in the first and went down quietly in the second. The Heavy Hittaz then broke the game open with five runs in the third inning. That outburst proved to be enough has the Falcons could only push across three runs, two of which were driven in by Chris Morell who went 3 for 3 in the game. With a couple added insurance runs in the fourth, the Heavy Hittaz cruised to a convincing 11-3 victory. 

                        Game two started off with a bang for the Falcons. Angelo Morelli smacked a 3 run triple, and was later driven in on a sacrifice fly to give the Falcons an early 4-0 lead. But thanks to a couple 2 out hits the Heavy Hittaz tied it up at 4. With the Falcons down 5-4 in the third, Ralph Ardolina hit a two run home run down the right field line to put the Falcons back in front 6-5. After the Falcons and the Heavy Hittaz traded single runs in the following inning the turning point came in the 6th. After Ardolina led off with a triple, Angelo Morelli, Andrew Pennachio, Dave Venezian, Mike Carr, and Rinaldo Morelli followed with 6 straight hits to extend the lead to 5 runs. Ramiro Rivera threw in a sacrifice fly to complete a 5 run 6th and give the Falcons a 12-6 lead. In the home half of the 6th the Heavy Hittaz immediately came back with two singles and a triple to close the gap to 12-8. But the rally was thwarted when Pennachio gunned down a runner at the plate after scooping up a grounder in the hole. With the help of a base running mistake and tough pitches from Bob Osa the Falcons shut down the Heavy Hittaz with a 1-2-3 7th and closed out the game 12-8. The win put the Falcons back in first place at 8-3, one half game up on the Heavy Hittaz. 

                      Next week the Falcons take on the Bulldawgs at Freeport High School for their second doubleheader matchup of the season. 



 





Falcons Sweep Doubleheader From Kliq
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June 7, 2009

 
With second place on the line the Falcons faced the Kliq for the 3rd and 4th time this season. Bob Osa was on his game from the very beginning. He went the entire game without a walk, and stranded runners in scoring position in multiple innings by retiring batters with his best pitches. Pat Cesare once again proved to be the table setter by reaching base four times. The turning point of the game came early when Ramiro Rivera smoked a line drive down the left field line for a three run home run. However, that wasn’t Rivera’s hardest hit of the afternoon. While pursuing a bloop into shallow right field Rivera and Rinaldo Morelli collided after Morelli made the over the shoulder circus catch. But Morelli paid the price by taking the brunt of the collision with Rivera. After that brief scare the Falcons clinched the win with a five run 5th inning to win it 13-1. 


Game two was a quick game with frequent clutch hits. Both of Chris Morell’s RBI’s came with two outs and Dave Venezian returned to action with three hits and three RBI’s, including a triple. Peter Ryan also returned with five hits. With more great pitching from Osa, the Falcons swept the double header by winning game two 12-4. The Falcons improved to 7-2 and have now won four games in a row and are tied in the loss column with first place Heavy Hittaz.

                          Next week will be the battle for first place as the Falcons take on the Heavy Hittaz at Bay Park for the first time this season.


Falcons Take Two From Brass Monkey
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May 31, 2009

 
Early this morning the 3-2 Falcons met up with the 0-6 Brass Monkey for the first meeting between these two teams. The Falcons were happy to welcome back Andrew Pennachio from the Pacific fresh off taking the Hawaiian league by storm. But, with a couple walks, an error, and a few bloop hits Brass Monkey jumped out to an early 5-0 lead. However, the lead did not last long after a 3 run home run by Ralph Ardolina, and four straight hits by the bottom half of the lineup. Mike Carr, Chris Morell, Ramiro Rivera, and Bob Osa each had run scoring hits to turn the lineup over and contribute to the Falcons second 13 run innings of the season. With a seven run second inning to follow the Falcons cruised to a mercy ruling 22-5 victory. 


In game two Pennachio made his return known for sure with a 3 for 3 performance, falling a single shy of the cycle. Despite missing four games Pennachio made sure he was not forgotten in the friendly home run battle with the younger of the Morelli brothers. Brass Monkey threatened in both the first and the second by loading the bases with nobody out. However, both rallies were thwarted by almost identical plays. In both innings Angelo Morelli threw a strike home on a tag up attempt by the runner at 3rd. And on both plays Morell handled two tough in between hops to complete the twin killings with a swift tags at the plate. Thanks to these plays along with great pitching the Falcons picked up another mercy ruling victory 13-1. The two wins improved the Falcons to 5-2 and moved them into sole possession of 2nd place. 


Next week, the Falcons will face off against the Kliq at North Woodmere Park in a rematch of week one.


Weeks 5-8 Of Summer Schedule Released
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May 19, 2009

Weeks 5-8 of the 2009 Falcons Summer schedule have been announced. Please click the Schedule link to check out the details. 

 



Falcons Drop Game One To Sandlot Kids; Second Game Suspended
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May 17, 2009

Today the Falcons and the Sandlot Kids renewed a rivalry that began with a hard fought semi-final game in the 2008 Fall Postseason. Thanks to gale force winds that playoff game was a heavyweight slug fest, with the Falcons prevailing 36-34 and eventually being crowned champions. Coincidently the weather conditions were almost identical this morning at Inwood Park. With the wind blowing straight out and the Falcons playing shorthanded an 8-0 lead quickly turned into a 21-10 deficit after just two innings. But, the Falcons fought back with a lucky 13 runs in the 4th inning. From that point on the lead changed hands several times. The Falcons offense would not quit. Rob Gschweng got very familiar with 1st base by picking up two singles, a double, and four walks. Thanks to Gschweng’s high on base percentage and Ralph Ardolina’s 7 for 7 day the Falcons 4-7 hitters; Ardolina, Angelo Morelli, Mike Carr, and Chris Morell drove in 8, 6, 7, and 3 runs respectively. The bulk of Carr’s RBI’s came from his two home runs, the second of which gave the Falcons their 3rd different lead of the day. But an eight run 6th for the Sandlot Kids essentially put the game away despite a six run last gasp for the Falcons. 


In the second game it was the Sandlot Kids who saw an early lead disappear thanks to a 4 run first, and a 12 run second. But due to the length of the first game the second game had to be suspended with the Falcons leading 16-8 in the top of the third. The game will be resumed at a later date.


Next week the Falcons are off for Memorial Day weekend. 


Dave Venezian Out With Shoulder Injury
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May 12, 2009

The Falcons will be without Dave Venezian for an extended period of time as he nurses an injured right shoulder. All of Falcons nation wishes Dave a speedy recovery. 


Falcons Sweep Bulldawgs
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May 10, 2009 

With Andrew Pennachio frolicking in the sun in Honolulu after his wedding the Falcons knew they would have to bring out the bats in full force to come up with a couple victories against the Bulldawgs. Peter Ryan was in the starting lineup making his 2009 debut. He produced in a big way with 3 hits, a triple, a home run, and 5 RBI’s in game one. Speaking of triples Bob Osa came up with a clutch “pants holding” three-bagger in the 5th that drove in two big runs. Pat Cesare was the catalyst by not only scoring a team high three runs, but blasting his first home run of the year. Rinaldo Morelli followed suit with a two run homer of his own to help polish off a mercy rule 18-6 victory. 


Game 2 was more of the same for the Falcons. However, this time the offense came primarily from two sources. Angelo Morelli blasted two home runs and had 5 RBI’s. Mike Carr went 3 for 3 with 3 RBI’s. Altogether it was another mercy rule win, 15-3. However, Osa didn’t just get help from his offense. The real story was the Falcons defense. There was not one single error made in either of the two games. Carr thrust into left field due to Dave Venezian’s trip to the disabled list, seemed to make a sliding catch in each inning out in left field. This early May double header turned out to be the first error free twin bill in the Falcons 8 year history.  It truly turned out to be the biggest factor in the Falcons improving to 3-1. 


Next week the Falcons take on the Sandlot Kids at Inwood Park. 


Falcons Split Opener With The Kliq
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April 26, 2009 

Opening Day 2009 at beautiful Bligh Park turned out to be an up and down affair for the Falcons. Coming into the doubleheader the Falcons had never lost to the Kliq. But the Kliq did a lot to change that early as they jumped out to a 9-3 lead. The Falcons offense was stagnant until the 6th when thanks to clutch two run doubles by Andrew Pennachio, Rinaldo Morelli, and Bob Osa the Falcons were able to plate 8 runs to take the lead for the first time. In the home half of the 6th the Kliq responded with a 4 spot and put them 3 outs away from an opening victory. However, thanks to back to back homeruns by Angelo Morelli and Pennachio the Falcons took a 14-13 lead. However, Osa immediately got into trouble in the 7th after a couple hits and a walk. Manager Ralph Ardolina came on for the save with the bases loaded and no one out. Despite striking out the first batter he faced, Ardolina surrendered back to back single to give the Falcons a tough walk off loss 15-14


The first game was all the stale Falcons needed to warm up their bats as they jumped all over the Kliq in game two. Osa was much sharper in the 2nd game as well only surrendering two runs. The big inning for the Falcons came in the 4th when they pushed across nine runs, thanks to eight straight hits. Ardolina and Pennachio led the way with three RBI’s each. This game never made it past the 4th inning as the mercy rule came into effect in a 14-2 victory thus cementing a 1-1 start for both teams. 


The Falcons have off next week as the team celebrates the wedding of star third baseman Andrew Pennachio and scorebook keeper Vanessa Guzzi.


First 4 weeks of the 2009 Schedule Released!
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April 20, 2009

With the 2009 season only a few days away, the first 4 weeks of the Falcons schedule has finally been released. The 2009 season will open this Sunday at Bligh Park against the much improved Kliq. Please click on the schedule heading above to view this seasons first 4 weeks of games. Although the division name has yet to be released, the following teams will compete with the defending champion Falcons for the 2009 summer title:

Team Name               W-L Against

The Kliq                      4-0

Heavy Hittaz              0-0

Sandlot Kids               2-0     (1-0 playoffs)

Bulldawgs                 11-3

Brass Monkey             0-0





Message From The Manager - Spring Season Anyone?
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February 18th, 2009

Fellow Falcons,

 I want to gauge interest in possibly joining the spring league this season instead of having 4 or 5 practices. The first game is Sunday, March 8th. It's a 4 week season ending March 29th. If there are any cancellations due to weather the games will NOT be made up. The cost for the spring league will be $50 a person, including umpire fees. Registering for the spring season automatically enters us into the one pitch tournament on April 5th for free. We would then have 2 weeks off before the Summer season begins on April 26th. Please let me know if you would rather join the spring league than practice on the message board or by sending me a text message. Thanks!

Ralph





Angelo Morelli Edged Out For MVP Award
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December 4th, 2008

At the ABA Softball awards ceremony last night it was announced that Angelo Morelli had been beat out for the 2008 Fall MVP award. The news frustrated fellow team members of the Falcons. Despite not winning the award Angelo's 2008 Fall season will go down as one of the best ever in the Falcons 7 year history. 



Angelo Morelli Finalist for 2008 ABA Fall MVP Award
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November 24th, 2008

For the first time a Falcon has been nominated as one of the finalists for ABA softball's most prestigious individual award; Most Valuable Player. Already named the Falcons 2008 Fall MVP, Angelo batted a .833 with 6 home runs and 39 runs batted in during the regular season. But it was the post season that really cemented the nomination for Angelo, who put the Falcons offense squarely on his shoulders hitting 3 homeruns and driving in 14 runs in 2 post season games. The winner will be announced at the ABA Softball awards ceremony on Wednesday, December 3rd. 



Falcons win 2008 Hank Aaron Division Championship!
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November 9th, 2008

The Falcons brought home their 4th championship in team history in a wild 2 game, 18 inning day of softball. The day started with a 9am game at Nickerson Beach Park against the 7-5 Sandlot Kids. The stormy night before created a pre-game warm up of pushing water off the field with garbage cans and old pieces of wood. But once the field was clear the game got under way. The windy conditions did not help the Falcons early as they trailed early 6-0, 9-3, and 16-5. Ralph Ardolina came in to relieve Bob Osa after the rocky start to try to slow down the Sandlot Kids. Although the Sandlot Kids bats had tired slightly the Falcons knew this games outcome would have to fall squarely on the shoulders of the offense. The key to that offense was Angelo Morelli, who blasted 3 home runs and drove in a team record 12 runs. In the bottom of the 5th, aided by Kirk Haniff's 2-run double, the Falcons began their come back scoring at least 5 runs in the last 5 innings. After holding the Sandlot Kids to 1 run in the 7th and the 8th the Falcons took their first lead of the day with a 5 run rally started by Chris Morell. It was a lead the Falcons would never give up as Rinaldo Morelli flipped the ball to Ramiro Rivera at 2nd base for the final out of a 36-34 victory; the highest scoring game in Falcons history. 

          Despite the exhausting victory, the day was only half over as the Falcons needed to drive over to Reverand Days Park in Rockville Centre (with no police escort) for the championship game. As the Falcons pulled into the Reverand Days parking lot it became aware that they would play the NY Stallions as expected for the Hank Aaron division championship. The Stallions during the regular season had an 11-1 record proving to be the Falcons toughest test. Both teams had only lost to each other all season. The regular season matchup contained a classic extra inning fight that left both teams feeling they would see each other again in the playoffs. After a quick snack the game was set to begin. The conditions were much calmer at the enclosed Reverand Days Park. The Stallions flexed their offensive muscle has they banged out 3 straight extra base hits to take a 2-0 first inning lead. But Bob Osa, determined to put his semi final performance behind him held them there and handed it over to the Falcon offense. The Falcons put a big 7 spot on the board in the first inning with 3 home runs by Rob Gschweng, Ralph Ardolina, and Rinaldo Morelli. The Falcons offense never looked back scoring in the first 4 innings with help from table-setter Pat Cesare and his 5 hits. Andrew Pennachio, Dave Venezian, and Mike Carr cleared that table with 9 hits and 9 RBI's between them. With a solid rebound performance on the mound by Osa and solid defense led by Carr and Rivera the Falcons kept the lead they had grabbed in the opening inning and went on to clinch their first championship in 4 years by a score of 22-15. 

          After the game, during the post-game celebration manager Ralph Ardolina thanked the entire team and their fans for their dedication all season long. For the Falcons ending their 4 year championship drought was a great way to end their 7th season of softball.   

